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to'day, might yet have saved his crown. Doubtless
the integrity of his vast Empire was forever compro-
mised; but yet, we think he could have saved for
France its natural frontiers, and have prevented the
soil of the great nation from being profaned by
foreigners. At this time his father-in-law had not
become his irreconcilable enemy.

Marie Louise did not despair of a reconciliation
between her father, whom she adored, and her hus-
band, to whom she was sincerely attached. It would
not be easy to suppose that the German ideas and
feelings, in which she had been brought up since her
tenderest infancy, had not left traces. But these she
carefully concealed; and possibly she did not confess
to herself anything like sympathy for the national
movement of Germany; at any rate, she discharged
her duties as Empress-Regent in the most irreproach-
able way, and no one in France, or elsewhere, ever
suspected her of placing filial duty above her duties
as wife and mother.

It was Marie Louise herself whom Napoleon
charged with making a solemn appeal to French
patriotism. October 8,1813, she went in a great
procession to the Palace of the Senate, Preceded
by the heralds at arms, the masters of ceremonies,
the councillors of state, the grand eagles, the high
officers of the Empire, the Ministers, the ladies of
the bed-chamber, the ladies of the palace, the
Knight of Honor, the High Chamberlain, the Grand
Master of Ceremonies, the Princes holding high